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WEST BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION,2008
COMPULSORY PAPER

 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE AND CURRENT AFFAIRS

 
If the questions attempted are in excess of the prescribed number, only the 

questions attempted first up to the prescribed number shall be
valued and the remaining ones ignored.

Parts of a question should be answered together and should not be interposed 
by answers to other questions

Answers may be written in English or in Bengali or in Ne
be in one and the same language.

 
GROUP

SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK SHOULD BE USED
 

(In case a candidate writes answer to questions on Group
meant for Group-A and vice versa such answers will not be eva

 
Answer 

Each question carries 10 Marks.
 
1. (a)  Match List I with list II and select the 'correct answer using the code

giving bellow the lists
    List I  
   (Name) 
  A. Dola Banerjee 
  B. Aparna popat 
  C. Anuja Thakur. 
  D. Parimarjan Negi : 
 

Code  A          B    
(a)  2           3          1
(b)  4           1          2
(c)  2           1          3
(d)  4           1          

  
  (b) [i]   Who was the first law Minister of independent India ? 

[ii]  With which field is the name of Adoor Gopala Krishnan 
       associated ? 
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 List II 
 (Game) 

  1. Badminton 
  2. Snooker 
  3. Chess 

D. Parimarjan Negi :  4. Archery 

A          B          C          D  
2           3          1  4  
4           1          2  3  
2           1          3  4  

      3  2  

Who was the first law Minister of independent India ? 
With which field is the name of Adoor Gopala Krishnan 
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[iii]  Who is the Chairman of the second Administrative   Reforms 

Commission ?  
  [iv]  Who is the Chairman of the 13th Finance Commission?  
  [v]   Who returned to the earth after a long 195 days stay-in space? 
 
2. (a)    what is the portfolio held by the union minister Mr. Mani Shankar  

Aiyar? 
(b)     In which state is the town Dausa which has been in news recently 

   located ? 
 (c)   Who was honored recently with the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 

International understanding? 
 (d)   Who is the president of the National Conference in Jammu and 

Kashmir? 
 (e)   Who is the prime Ministerial candidate of the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) for the next  Lok sabha elections? 
 (f)   Who is the leader of the Narmada Bachao Andolan which protests 

against the  construction of the dam on the river Narmada  ? 
(g)   Mr. Digambar V. kamat has taken over as the Chef Minister of which 

state recently ? 
(h)  Dibang power project, inaugurated by Prime Minister Manmohan 

Sing in January, 2008 and scheduled to be the biggest hydel power 
project in the country is located in which state? 

(i)  Two Greenfield airport projects in India are being implemented on 
Build Own Operate Transfer basis. One is at Bangalore. Where is the 
other one located?  

 (j)  Which leading Marathi playwright passed away recently? 
 
3.  (a) What do these abbreviations stand for ? 
  [i] UNICEF                 [ii] ASEAN 
  [iii] IBSA                    [iv] NAFTA 
  [v] SAARC  
 

(b)  (i)  Kostas Karamanlis who was on an official visit to New Delhi 
recently is the Prime Minister of -------- 

       (ii)   --------- is the largest sugar producing country in the world. 
       (iii)    ------------emerged as the highest earner at the BCCI- backed 

IPL (Indian Premier League) auction of various Indian and 
international players for eight teams held in Mumbai on 
 February 20.2008. 

 (iv)   ------------ was adjudged Best Actress at the 53rd Film fare 
Awards ceremony held in Mumbai on February 23, 2008. 

       (v)  The deepest lake in the world is------------. 
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4.  (a)  (i)  Who won the Men's Singles Title at the Australian Open Tennis 

Championship in 2008 ?  
         (ii)  Who holds the record for the highest number of runs in Test 
        Cricket? 

(iii)  Name one of the two disciplines to be added to the 2010 
Common wealth Games which  will be hosted by New Delhi, 

(iv)  Whom did Raphael Nadal defeat to win the French OpenMen’s 
          Singles Title in 2007? 

(v)   Which team won the European Champions League Football 
title in 2008? 

     (b) (i) Who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2007 ? 
       (ii)  Who is the author of “An Equal Music” ? 

(iii) Which Philosopher said “Man is born free, but everywhere he is 
in chains”?  

       (iv)  Who is the author of the book “Shame” published recently? 
       (v)  Name the renowned Shehnai maestro who passed away last 

year. 
 
5.  (a) (i)   Who was the founder of the city of Agra ? 

(ii)  Name the city where ia peace conference was held after the fall 
of Napoleon Bonaparte   

(iii)  Name the historical event in Indian history whose 250th 
anniversary was observed in 2007.   

(iv)  Who started a new religion called Din-i-Ilahi as the essence of 
all spiritual streams? 

(v)  Which poet of the medieval period has been called the "Parrot 
of Hindustan (Tuti-e-Hind)? 

     (b) (i)   Is Mumps a water-borne disease?   - 
      (ii)   Dialysis is the treatment given to a patient suffering from the 
    malfunctioning of which human organ ? 

(iii)  On which particular date the sun remains at its shortest distance 
from the earth ?  

      (iv)  Give an example of a tax which is not a direct tax. 
(v)  Name the vitamin the deficiency of which results in dim vision 

in the evening and night. 
6.  (a)  How many grand slam titles docs Roger Federer currently hold ? 
 (b)   Where is the headquarters of the European Union located ? 

(c)   Who won the award for Best Actor in 8th International Indian Film 
Academy Awards  ceremony held recently ? 

(d)   Who has taken over as the Chairman of the 18th Law Commission 
   recently? 
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(e)   What was rate at which India's Gross Domestic Product (GOP) grew 

during the year 2005-06? 
 (f)  Which country' has decided to build a road to the base camp of  

Mt Everest?  
 (g)  Where was the World Islamic Forum held recently? 
 (h)  Who is the author of the famous classical book “A Passage to India”? 
 (i)  Which country offered a knighthood to Salman Rushdie? 
 (j)  What is the rate of heartbeat per minute in a normal human being? 
 
7.   What is meant by: 
  (a)  Anguish           (b) Squeamish        (c) Cantankerous  
  (d) Dexterous         (e) Bucolic 
 
8.  (a)  Mr. Silvio Berlusconi was in the news recently. What was the reason ? 
 (b)   Who is Mr. Raila Odinga ? 

(c)   What is the constitutional relationship between the Governor General 
of Australia and the British Crown ? 

(d)   What were the principal decisions of the India-Africa Forum Summit 
recently held in New Delhi ? 

(e)   What is the range of the nuclear capable Hatf-VI missile recently test 
fired by Pakistan? 

 
9. (a)  Due to air pollution there is a gradual warming up of air. What is it 

called ? 
 (b)   Where is the Indian Institute of Science situated? 
 (c)   Which vitamin is to be found in oranges ? 
 (d)   Where is the first nuclear power plant of India located? 
 (e)   When does the Lunar eclipse occur? 
 (f)   Where is the pituitary gland located? 
 (g)   In which season is the humidity in air maximum? 
 (h)  To which disease is Hydrophobia related? 
 (i)  Who was the first to measure the earth's radius? 
 (j)  The Ozone layer prevents a particular radiation from entering the 

atmosphere.  What is that radiation ? 
 
10. (a)   Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code 

given below the lists : 
 
 
  List I                         List II 
  (Disease)       (Part of Human Body Affected) 
  A. Conjunctivitis              1. Eyes 
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  B.  Dermatitis                   2. Joints 
  C.  Gout                           3. Skin 
  D.  Meningitis                  4. Spinal cord 
    

Code : 
           A         B        C        D 
  (a)    2          4         1       3 
  (b)     1          3         2         4  
  (c)    2   3         1         4  
  (d)     1         4          2         3 
 

(b)   (i)  With winch neighboring country India shares the maximum 
  L  ength of the border ? 

(ii) Which Commission was appointed to deal with the Anti-Sikh 
Riots 1984 ? 

  (iii) Why did Rabindranath Tagore renounce his Knighthood in 
1919? 

  (iv)  Who is the Foreign Minister of the UK? 
  (v)  Name one of the states of India which is scheduled to go to the 

polls during the remaining months of 2008? 
 
 

GROUP—B (50 Marks) 
SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK SHOULD BE USED 

 
Answer any four questions. 

Eech question carries 12 and half Marks. 
 

An answer should not exceed 200 words. 
 
11.  Highlight the positive and negative effects of Globalization on India. 
12.   Write a note on the debate concerning industrialization in West Bengal. 
13.   Is the Indo-Us Nuclear Deal likely to be beneficial for India? 
14.   Comment on the Indian responses to the Chinese handling of the Tibetan 

unrest in March-April, 2008. 
15.   What, in your opinion, would be the most ideal solution to the Kashmir 

problem today ? 
 
16.   Do you think Pakistan's democracy is safe and secure after the general 

elections of February 2008? 



www.BengalStudents.com 
17. Do you see signs of the revival of the cold war between the United States 

and Russia today? 18. Would the Indian Premier League be beneficial to 
cricket as a sport? 

 
 


