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English – Group – B 

Time: 3 Hours 15 Minutes]        [Full Marks: 100 

Instructions to candidates: 

Special credit will be given for answers which are brief and to the point. 

Marks will be deducted for spelling mistakes, untidiness and bad handwriting. 

Figures in the margin indicate full marks for the questions. 

1. Complete each of the sentences which follow, choosing the correct answer from the alternatives 

   given:           1 x 4 = 4 

i)  The three men nearest to Jim Corbett and his companion were 

a) the Lamas 

b) the Brahmins 

c) the Tibetans 

ii) ”Swaminathan and Mani were squatting on the sand”. 

      Here Squatting means 

a) Waiting for somebody 

b) Moving to and fro 

c) Sitting on heels, with knees bent. 

iii)  Dr.Follicle does not like to advise shampoo without a 

a) Heart test 

b) Blood test 

c) Chest test 

iv)  Kalahandi is situated 

a) In Orissa 

b) In Bihar 

c) In Kerala 

2. Answer any two of the questions that follow (each in about 30 words):    3 x 2 = 6 

i)  What was Swaminathan‟s reaction when Rajam and Mani decided not to fight and be 

friends? 

ii)  “The patient‟s face fell a little at the abrupt firm announcement “ 



What was the announcement? What excuse did the patient give? 

iii)  What is the result of intensive groundwater exploitation in a rural area? 

iv)  Who was Crosthwaite? Why had he been sent to the author? 

3. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 50 words):    5 x 1 = 5 

i)  What was the hairologists‟ advice to the patient about a shampoo? 

ii)  “This pleased Mani greatly” 

What pleased Mani greatly? How did he express his pleasure/ 

iii)   Mention the ways in which Ram Saran and his companions gave the office and its 
surroundings a gay and festive appearance for Christmas. 

iv)  “Indeed the main concern raised by this project ……..” 

What is the project referred to here? What is the main concern? 

4. Which of the following sentences are True and which are False?    1 x 4 = 4 

i)  The dying lady comes out of her chamber steadily. 

ii)  Nature leads us to rest gently. 

iii)  “Dead Habit” is compared to clear stream. 

iv)  The „cold star‟ in Futility refers to the sun. 

5. Answer any two of the questions which follow in about 30 words:    3 x 2 = 6 

i)  “Where words come out from the depth of truth” 

What does the poet mean to say in this line? 

ii)  “Still gazing at them through the open door”. 

Who gazes through the open door? Why does he do so? 

iii)  Why does the poet describe the Moon as „shapeless‟? 

iv)  “The kind old sun will know”. 

Why is the sun called „kind „and „old‟? 

6. Answer any one of the following questions that follow in about 50 words:   5 x 1 = 5 

i)  Bring out the significance of the title of the poem Futility. 

ii)  “Being too full of sleep to understand “. 

What does this line signify in the poem Nature? 

iii)  What idea of true freedom do you get from your reading of the poem 

Where the mind is without fear? 

iv)  “Wandering Companionless” 



Who is wandering companionless? What does the poet mean to say by this 

expression? 

7. Complete any four of the sentences which follow, choosing the correct answers from the alternative 

    given:           1 x 4 = 4 

i)  “I don‟t want any damned religion” 

Here the speaker is 

a) Bishop 

b) Convict 

c) Marie. 

ii)  “the traveler is hungry”. 

The traveler is 

a) Sergeant 

b) Convict 

c) Persome 

iii)  “Charity begins at home”. 

The speaker is 

a) Bishop 

b) Persome 

c) Convict 

iv)  “He has more need of them than I” 

Here the speaker is 

a) Convict 

b) Marie 

c)  Bishop 

v)  The number of the convict in jail was 

a) 15728 

b) 15628 

c) 14728 

vi)  The Bishop‟s Candlesticks is based on 

a) A one-act play 

b) A poem 



c)  A novel 

vii)  “mon Dieu” means 

a) Oh God 

b) My God 

c) Oh fool 

viii)  The salt-cellars were sold to 

a) Marie 

b) Mere Gringoire 

c) Monsieur Gervais. 

8. Answer any two of the questions which follow (each in about 30 words): 3 x 2 = 6 

i)  “It is a just punishment for me”. 

What is the speaker‟s punishment? Why is it said to be just? 

ii)  Which path to Paris did Bishop advise the convict to take and why? 

iii)  Why was the Sergeant compelled to free the convict? 

iv)  “I was free, free to starve”. 

Who said these words? Why did he have to starve? 

9. Answer any one of the following questions which follow (in about 50 words): 5 x 1 = 5 

i)  What is the Convict‟s final realization? 

ii)  Describe how life in prison turned the Convict into a beast. 

iii)  Who is Mere Gringoire? What is her trouble? 

How does the Bishop help her? 

10. A) Rewrite the following sentences as directed, without changing their meaning: 2 x 5 = 10 

i)  Was it for this the clay grew tall? (Change into an Assertive sentence) 

ii)  A minority of car owners cause massive pollution. (Change the voice) 

iii)  I am too old a bird to be caught with chaff. (Turn into a Complex sentence) 

iv)  Mani asked Swaminathan. “Did you bring the thing that I wanted?” 

(Change into Indirect speech) 

v)  As soon as I finished speaking the man on the bench started to laugh. 

(Start with „No Sooner‟) 

B)  Fill in the numbered blanks with appropriate articles and prepositions: ½ x 6 = 3 

Crosthwaite listened ____________ great interest ___________ all I had told him ________ 



the passengers on ____________ lower deck and he now asked me who________ man was 

who was sitting _________ the bench near us. 

C)  Frame a question with each of the following wh-words in such a way that the answer matches 

the given content: 1 x 2 = 2 

i)  Why: 

Content: Kalahandi occasionally makes headlines for extreme cases of starvation. 

ii)  How: 

Content: The Lady came out of her chamber. She tottered forth. 

11.  a)  Write a letter within 120 words to your friend describing a film that you have recently  

  seen, and your impressions about the film. 10 

[You may use the following points: 

Name of the film, brief description, acting, photography, music] 

OR 

b)  Write a letter to the Headmaster of your school within 120 words praying for a free  

studentship. 

10 

[You may use the following points: 

Your name and class in which you read – financial problem in your family – humble prayer 

for free studentship – your commitment for serious studies.] 

12. a)  Write a report in about 150 words on the farewell meeting of a teacher which you attended. 

10 

[Points: Date, time and place – arrangement of function – songs and speeches – gift giving –

effect on audience] 

OR 

b) Write a summary in about 100 words of the passage given below; 10 

The question of treating women as equal to men is no longer a debatable point. For women in  

most advanced countries of world today enjoy equal rights with men and receive as much  

facility of  education as the men-folk. But the position of women was not so bright even a  

hundred years ago. In  most of the countries including ours, women were no better than  

prisoners in their homes .They had  no education, no social and economic freedom. Their  

function was to run the kitchen and play the  mother. Their position began to improve since  

nineteenth century when the great souls like  Vidyasagar and Bethune opened for the first  



regular schools for them by defying all oppositions from the orthodox community.  

Fortunately for us, education of women is no longer neglected. But as the  percentage of  

literacy among them is still low, they should be given special facilities of education. 

13. Read the following passage: 

Mumbai: Indian cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar is as passionate about his food as he is about  

perfectingstraight drives. The 39 old amused the audience when he shed light on his food  

habits during his 23-yearinternational career at the book launch of sports historian Boria  

Majumder‟s „Cooking on the Run‟,published by Harper Collins, at the Cricket club of India,  

here on Thursday.Among the interesting anecdotes that Tendulkar narrated during the 30  

minute interaction moderatedby the author himself, was the fact he skipped lunch and took a  

huge bowl of ice-cream before tacklingWasim Akram and Shoaib Akhtar in 2003 World Cup  

Match at Centurion.Tendulkar smashed a divine 98 off 75 balls as India chased down  

Pakistan‟s 273 with six wicketsremaining.”At lunch. I only had an ice-cream; I put my  

headphones on and didn‟t want to listen toanyone. I had requested the ground staff to let me  

know when the umpires walk out. When they did, Iremoved my headphones and walked out  

to bat,” he revealed. Soon after Centurion win, the teamignored diet chart and enjoyed  

Chinese food to celebrate the victory. 

A) Complete each of the sentences which follow, choosing the correct answer from the alternatives 

given :            1 x 7 = 7 

i)  Tendulkar is passionate about 

a) Food 

b) Launching books 

c) Narrating anecdotes 

d) Both food and perfecting straight drives 

ii)  Tendulkar has been playing international cricket for 

a) 23 years 

b) 39 years 

c) 30 years 

d) 75 years 

iii)  Boria Majumder is a 

a) Publisher of books 



b) Sports historian 

c) A cricketer 

d) An umpire 

iv)  Tendulkar scored 98 

a) Off 82 balls 

b) Off 98 balls 

c) Off 75 balls 

d) Off 72 balls 

v)  The interaction was moderated by 

a) Shoaib Akhtar 

b) Boria Majumder 

c) Wasim Akram 

d) Sachin Tendulkar 

vi)  As Sachin Tendulkar spoke about his food habits, the audience 

a) Felt amused 

b) Became angry 

c) Became impatient 

d) Put their headphones on 

B) Answer the questions which follow (each in about 20 words):     2 x 4 = 8 

i) What interesting anecdote did Tendulkar narrate during the interaction? 

ii) What was Sachin‟s score in 2003 World Cup match? Where was the match played? 

iii) Where was Boria Majumder‟s book „Cooking on the Run‟ published? 

iv) How did team India celebrate the victory? 

C) Rearrange the following sentences in their proper order: 5 

i) Sachin walked out to bat 

ii) Sachin had an ice-cream. 

iii) Sachin removed his headphones. 

iv) The umpires walked out. 

v) Sachin put his headphones on. 

----------------- 


